PREFACE

During the current reporting year, the Centrehasbeenstriving hard to regain the momentum of its research
activities, which wasdi srupted due to tsunami. We thought that weneeded longer interactionswith eminent
scientiststo make necessary corrections in thecourseofourresearch. Fortunatel ywewer eabl etoobtain the
guidanceand advi ceof afew expert scientists. With their inputs,during severd interactive sessionswith the
scientists, new projectshavebeen formulaed with appropriateprotocols. Themethodol ogies of some of the
ongoi ngpr oj ectsweremodifiedsothattheseprojectsul timatel ymeetthesetobjectives.Al thoughthei mpactof
theadvi seoftheprevi ousSACmeetingandthat of theseni or sci enti stswhovi sitedtheCentrethereaf ter mi ght
notbereflected in thisreport, astheseeventshappened towards theend of the reporting period, | am surethe
positivei mpactwoul dbevi si bl ei nthereportsofthecomingyears.

In leptospirosis, the ongoing surveillancestudyin arural areain SouthAndaman continued thisyearal sowith
the primary objective of studying the clinicd spectrum of the disease at the point where the patients seek
medi cal caref orthefirsttimeandtocharacterizethecircul ati ngstrai nsof | eptospiresi nthesear eas.Eval uation
of afew tests,particularly PCR on serum samplesandurinesampl es continued this year dso to increase the
sampl esi zesothattheesti matesofindi cesaremorepreci se. Someencour agi ngprelimi nary resul tshavebeen
obtained in the study of metaloprotinases in leptospiresandtheprojecti scontinuing. Preliminary work on
construction of agenomic library of leptospira has been initiated, though the results arenot reported in this
document.InDiarrhoeal Diseases,theprojectonmol ecul arepi demi ol ogy of Shigell osi shasconcludedand,as
advised by the previous SAC, a new comprehensive project that encompasses the epidemiology, clinicad
aspects, antibiotic resistanceandmol ecul arepi demiol ogy hasbeen devel opedandsubmittedforfunding.The
resultsoftheongoi ngprojectonsurveillanceof childhooddi arrheai nPortBl ai rarebei ngreportedhere,butthe
projecthasbeen modified according to the suggestions of theSA Cand the scientistswhovisited the Centre
afterwards. Theprojecton antenatal screeni ngof HBsAg andpreventi on of perinatal transmi ssion of hepetitis
B through active/passive immunization, which was at a standstill due to the displacement of the study
popul ati onaf tertsunami,hasbeenrevi vedandtheprogressi sbei ngpresentedi nthecurrentreport.

Thesearethesali entpointsoftheresearchwork conducted duringthereportingperiod.l am hopeful thatwith
theadvi ceandgui dancewer ecei vedf romthemember sof theSACaswel | asfromotherseni orsci entists, the
quality oftheresearchworkwoul dimprovei nthecomingyears.

IthanktheChai rmanandthemembersoftheSAC,al | theseni or sci enti stswhotookti metovi sitthe Centreand
interact with our scientists, the Director Genera and senior colleagues at the headquarters, the Director of
Hedth Services and thedoctors and theAndaman and NicobarAdministration for their active support and
cooperdion.lpresentthi sreportbeforeyouforyourcritica eval uationandadvi ce.
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