
PREFACE

During the current reporting year, the Centrehasbeenstriving hard to regain the momentum of its research
activities, which wasdisrupted due to tsunami. We thought that weneeded longer interactions w ith eminent
scientists to make necessary corrections in thecourseofourresearch. Fortunatelywewereabletoobtain the
guidanceand adviceofa few expert scientists. With their inputs,during several interactive sessions w ith the
scientists, new projectshavebeen formulated with appropriateprotocols.Themethodologies of some of the
ongoingprojectsweremodifiedsothattheseprojectsultimatelymeetthesetobjectives.Althoughtheimpactof
theadviseofthepreviousSACmeetingandthatoftheseniorscientistswhovisitedtheCentrethereaftermight
notbereflected in thisreport, astheseeventshappened towards theend of the reporting period, I am sure the
positiveimpactwouldbevisibleinthereportsofthecomingyears.

In leptospirosis, the ongoing surveillancestudyin a ruralarea in SouthAndaman continued thisyearalsowith
the primary objective of studying the clinical spectrum of the disease at the point where the patients seek
medicalcareforthefirsttimeandtocharacterizethecirculatingstrainsofleptospiresintheseareas.Evaluation
of a few tests,particularly PCR on serum samplesandurinesamples continued this year also to increase the
samplesizesothattheestimatesofindicesaremoreprecise.Someencouragingpreliminary resultshavebeen
obtained in the study of metalloprotinases in leptospiresandtheprojectiscontinuing. Preliminary work on
construction of a genomic library of leptospira has been initiated, though the results are n ot reported in this
document.InDiarrhoealDiseases,theprojectonmolecularepidemiology ofShigellosishasconcludedand,as
advised by the previous SAC, a new comprehensive project that encompasses the epidemiology, clinical
aspects, antibiotic resistanceandmolecularepidemiology hasbeen developedandsubmittedforfunding.The
resultsoftheongoingprojectonsurveillanceofchildhooddiarrheainPortBlairarebeingreportedhere,butthe
projecthasbeen modified according to the suggestions of theSACand the scientistswhovisited the Centre
afterwards.Theprojecton antenatalscreeningofHBsAg andprevention ofperinataltransmission of hepatitis
B through active/passive immunization, which was at a standstill due to the displacement of the study
populationaftertsunami,hasbeenrevivedandtheprogressisbeingpresentedinthecurrentreport.

Thesearethesalientpointsoftheresearch w ork conducted duringthereportingperiod.I am hopefulthatwith
theadviceandguidancewereceivedfromthemembersoftheSACaswellasfromotherseniorscientists, the
quality oftheresearchworkwouldimproveinthecomingyears.

IthanktheChairmanandthemembersoftheSAC,alltheseniorscientistswhotooktimetovisitthe Centreand
interact with our scientists, the Director General and senior colleagues at the headquarters, the Director of
Health Services and the d octors and theAndaman and NicobarAdministration for their active support and
cooperation.Ipresentthisreportbeforeyouforyourcriticalevaluationandadvice.
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