
XECUTIVE SUMMARYTheyear2005coincideswiththecompletionoftwodecadesoftheCRME'shighlyfruitful
medico-entomological research activities. During the past year the Centre had conducted investigations
on as many as 20 diversified research lines under five major areas, viz., Japanese encephalitis, Lymphaticfilariasis,Dengue,Vectorcontrol(VC)andDisastermanagementincludingstudiesondiseaseoutbreaks
in all the four south Indian states.AcollaborativeresearchprojectwiththenCT,HyderabadonJEepidemicpredictionusing
entomological and epidemiological parameters continued. Japanese encephalitis was also found animportantcauseofchildmorbidityamongthepatientsadmittedtoJIPMER,PondicherryandRMMCH,ChidambaramasAEScases.CentrecontinuedtoprovidelaboratorybackuptotheentomologicalzonalofficesinTamilNadu,asalsotootherstates,inestablishingdetectionofJEantigeninthedesiccatedmosquitoesdispatchedtotheCRMEfromfieldviaordinarysnailmail.StudieswithrespecttodeterminationofstatusofmicrofilaraemiaandantigenaemiacontinuedinbothMDAalonevillagesandthosevillagesVCinVillupuramdistrict.Vectorcontrolcomponentdemonstratedthatcouldworkverywellasasupplementarytooltothebenefitsgainedbythemassdrugadministrationintegrated
withVC.DengueresearchprogrammescontinuedinbothChennai(TamilNadu)andThiruvananthapuram(Kerala).InChennaiitwasobviousthattherewasariseincomprehendingthe
significance of community participation and its impact on control of dengue vectors. While AedesaegyptiwastheprovenvectorfordenguevirusesinChennai,itwassolelyAe.albopictuswhichtransmittedthedenguevirusesinKerala.ThedevelopmentofMosTyagfromaCymbopogonsp.isa
major breakthrough in curtailing man-vector contact. With the genomic studies in dengue virus andvectors,thecentrehasmadeanentryinthesuccessofmolecularbiology.LikeJE,thecentrealso
developed expertise in detecting dengue antigens from the desiccated mosquitoes.CRMEparticipatedinamulticentricandmulti-institutionalstudyonthelikelihoodofvector-bornediseasesintheaftermathofthe26thDecember2004Tsunami.Althoughnoimmediatethreats
were perceptible, more studies would be needed to be carried out to underline any outcome in the long
run.ThesuccessstoryoftheCRMEispennedbytheinexhaustibleperseveranceanddedicationof
scientists, and other staffs of the Centre.Ofthe15scientificpublicationsbroughtoutinall,adozenofresearchpaperswerepublishedinscientificjournalswithhighImpactFactor(e.g.,TheLancet<Online>,TropicalMedicine&InternationalHealth,JournalofMedicalEntomology,JournalofAmericanMosquitoControl
Association, Journal of Clinical Microbiology, American Journal of Infection and Control, JournalofClinicalVirology).Invariablyallthescientistswereencouragedtoattendvariousnationaland
international conferences in their field of specializations.

Centre has developed fully computerized new library facility, with about 20 international journalssubscribedandscoresofbooksadded.ThebuildingoftheinstitutehasgotanexcellentadditionintheformofConferenceRoom.
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